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Dear Parent, 
 
Supporting early years providers to safely begin broadening the number 

of children accessing childcare  
 

West Sussex County Council is continuing to work closely with early years 
providers to support a phased return of children in a safe and managed way.  
The council’s aim is for the phased return of children to start from June 1, in line 

with national guidance. However, it is important to remember that at this point 
the 1 June is still a conditional date subject to certain thresholds being met, as 

set by central government.   
 
Early years provider’s individual risk assessments are identifying how they can 

best manage re-opening whilst maintaining the safety of their children and staff. 
Priority places will continue to be given to children who are vulnerable, those 
with Education Health and Care Plans and the children of key workers. The 

second priority will be given to 3 and 4 year olds, in line with government 
guidelines. 

 
All early years providers have their own individual circumstances and will need 
to plan according to the environment and staffing capacity. They will also plan 

based on the needs of families for childcare as well as to support settings to 
ensure that children can have their individual needs met. This may mean that 
there is a ‘gradual’ reintroduction of children planned with families.  

 
Early years providers are being asked to create groups of children, or “bubbles” 

to minimise the risk of the spread of infection. This may mean that providers are 
not able to offer childcare to you in the same way as you did before the COVID-
19 restrictions. If you have not already heard from your childcare provider, we 

suggest that you speak to them to understand what measures they are taking to 
keep children safe. This includes how they plan to minimise the risk of the 
spread of infection and how they are planning to offer childcare. This will be 

important to support you especially if you are returning to work.   
 

The government have created some useful information for families about the re-
opening of educational settings which can be found here. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
Family Information Service  

mailto:Family.info.service@westsussex.gov.uk
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june

